Woman Agent
In Germany
Hangs Herself

By Dan Morgan

washington Post Forelgn gervice

BONN, Oct. 16—A Soviet:

1'1eutenant-c010ne1 has de-
fected to the United States

after exposing
authorities

to Western
a Russian SpY

ring operating in West Ger-

many.
In a day of extraordinary

revelations
the cracking of

connected with
the spy ring,

‘he West German governmenh

made

these disclosures: )
e The Soviet officer, Yev-,

geniy Yelvgeniyevich Runge,

an officer in the
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spy ring to the Soviet govern-
ment.) : -

Under the indictment being
drawn up by the prosecutor’s
office, Martin said, it will be
alleged that Mrs. Suetterlin, 2
Foreign Office secretary since
1959, had taken documents to
her home at lunch time to be
photographcd for the past five

[y

~ years.

Hes hushand, Heinz, 2 pho-
tegrapher, wWas also arrested
as part of the conspiracy. :
. Rccording to the chief pros-
ecutor, the rest of the ring
was made up of 2 messenger
af the French Embassy, Leo-,
pold pieschel, who is suspeet-’
ed of obtaining a key to the
embassy’s military liaison
office and photograph'mg
agperet” and “NATO secret”
documents.

Used Soviet Camera

e did this with a special
eamera- built into a cigarette
ease—which, according to the
prosecutor, was a Soviet de-
vice. Pieschel had only to pass
the device over a document 10
record it on microfilm.

Also arrested along with the
Suetterlins and Pieschel was
pieschel’s prother-in-law, 541
year-old waiter who, accord-
ing to the
had bugged hotel conference
rooms in downtown ponn. He
1s suspected of having recruit-
ed Pieschel.

«we have all elements of
full treasonable aetivities in

evidence before us,” Martin
said.
There is no death penalty

SUs-

T

fhe suicide of

Mys. Suetter-
lin was announced almost as
an afterthought at the press
conference. Martin said he
regretted that the death would
leave certain gaps in the evi-
dence. In her capacity as sec-
retary in the personnel section”
of the Foreign Office, she pre-
sumably had access to records
on high-ranking diplomafs and
other seeret data.

Today’s announcement of al-
leged Soviet espionage activi-
ties was the latest in a series
of developments that arc fast
earning West Germany the
reputation as thie most: infest-
ed country in Burope.

Others Arrested

1ast month the govcrnment
announced the cracking of five
Tast Garman -Spy rings here,
with the arrest of 12 agents.
Suetterlin is himself thought
to have crossed over fromi
East Germany. :

The Interior
nonced recently
000 agents &are
working here. : .

Disclosures earlier this sum-
mer that gouth Korean intel-
ligence workers had been in-
_yolved in the
of -~ several South Koreans

Ministry an-
that some 16,
thought to be

vcaltsed a scandal here and
almost led to the expulsion of

the South Korean ambassador.,

Few Precedents

However, the case today is
one of the few involving So-
viet activity. At the end of
1965 a German scientist was
picked up in -Aachen while
handing over material to his
goyiet “control” but other
wise these incidents have
been rare. .

1t is also an open gecret that
a Russian diplomat presently
assigned as minister counse-
lor to Bonn, Sergei Kudryavt-
sev, has long been 'active in
political action.- As former
ambassador to Cuba, he super-
vised installation of the Soviet
missiles there in 19062.

disappearance

-

prosecutor’s office’

, t treason
g8 ggfg@z&&éﬂié GIARDRZ3B00296R000500190028-7
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A Covey of Spies

iIs Flushed in
Germany

aitera yaniar. a photographer and

wreturs e charsed with spving

tie Soreet U in Woest Cormany
wifor e deamatic defection of high-
siehane Soviet apent Yorpeny Ronge.
s weconnt of the futest cold war es-
greapave oppsende teas eompiled from re.

wrin 1 Carrespandent Michael

chanan Gonn and Vo Lavr Cor-

sensdent s Coodoin W ashineton,

A‘l‘ll'lin Marggrafl was a waiter's

warter. He worked at the best restan.

rants in Bonn. and he was aften i

demand to serve at the cocktal par

ties and receptions which pass tor eve
ning entertainment in the diplomane
community of any capital vitn. <.
ix the perfect waiter.™ an emplover

said of him. “He sees nothing and he

hears notl
Tius estimate. asat toened oot was

tpennous —and  iHF . wrone. Oin

O i Mareprad was arrested by the
w

ek of npn g tor the Soviet 1 oion

Cerman federsl police and ac.

ﬁin. it agent Heinz  Siitterlin
tright) posed as a photographer
totd of the goud life. Spyv Martin
Harggraf (helow) served embassy

parties as “the pecfect waiter.”

od that Marg-

wrab ot onhy <aw and heard plenty

Fhe povernment cha

wath his own eves and cars. bt that
he alsa had put electronic iugs at the
diploriatie functions he seryved so im-
peecihiy

The arvest broke the most news-
wortl stors in

espionage vears,

used spies were picked

Phree other

v Alarperaf’s brother-in-law. Leo-
vald Piesehel.a yanitor at the Freach

mlitars miseion in Boon: Heinz Siit.

terling whe posed ax a freelance pho-
tographer. and his wife Leonore. a
Woest

well-olaced  secrctary in the

German foreign office They were all
arrested within five hours after
Lt. Colonel Yevpeny Yevgenyvevich
Runge, a high-ranking operative in
the Soviet intelligence svatem. defeet -
and 8-

ed to the West with his wife
vear-old son.
Runge himself wax the higgest

cateh of all. Posing

¢ ana jukehoy sales:

man, he had dicceted an operation
which had intercepted nearly esery
codel every piece of correxpondence
and every secret in the Bonn for-
eign office and in the French em-

hassv. Ax woon ar thes crossed into
SINTINGED

=5
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N l s roning cameramuan,  Sitterlin

b vaes frec o photograph official

funetcans lifeo the civil defense exercise
deeox shuoren covesing helore, But has triee
SNSTEIUNCNT WS 10 COps SeCtel papers
which s acife Leonore (righty, a secre-
tary in the West German foreign min-

extev hronght honee ducing tincli howe |

marry the

seceret:

ry

SPYING cunnu

West Berling Uosagents rushed the
Runges aboard a plane for Aimerica
and no wonder

A stocky. 39 ear-old Ukrainian of

Germian extraction. Runge had
worked for the Soviel KGB sinee 1919
and had <peat 12 vears in West Ger-
many. The two nets he direeted. the
Marggral-Vieschel operation in the

Freneh nssion and that of the

iitler.
lins at the foreign office, apparcatly
had no kuosdledge of cach other. The
Siitterlin net was the more prohtable
tothat several

- =0 el <ol in

vears o Runee wies ordered 1o con-

centrate on that, turomg the waiter

and panstor over 1o another agent.
Sometnne prioe io Februars of this

vear U~ mtellizence got onto Runge

He agreed o cooperate. but only it
Dis wale and son were taken 1o 1the

Uosowith hime Theasin Febrvars . he

was transferred first 1o Fast Ger 3
iy, then to Moscow. where e was s
given a cianon for his accompdish

mends

Wl pur o owork lectoring

fledglin = Someliow  just how

will have to wait for sonmeone’s e
1
were trched into sending the whole
koo Wast Bedia, Then
o the swishoof the net

classilicd  memoirs--the Russians

Gl

et R

md the sutterlins. Pieschel ad

the perteet water

4
h,.\.. atebime brings ont one-up

manslip  an wovernments, ey
Runge™s defection and the subserquent
arrest~ the Soviets in retaliation e
leased an exverpt from a book pur-
portedls wottea by w former CIA

agent wamed  Johin Smith Smith's

book. according to the Moscon news-

e deseribes T,

paper Laerary 1.
intelligenee operations an India dur-
ing the 19305 The Soviets said he e
feeted to Russiae Though o John
Smithahid work i Tadia for the State
Dyepartment daving thar time. a Uox,
intelligenee spokesman <aid he never
warked for the CLAL

Runge, meanwhile. was labeled an

“unsernpulons ermunal” by the |
German gosere
tor Pescheb |

et As for the jam
job wa~ 1o photo-

wraph documents e found in o

in the military ~ection of the Freneh

enmhissy

Findine them was no prokb-

lem: he dduphicated the sale kes m

3108 Ovdered 1o concentrate on o

nents swith the highest NATO <
cority - classaleations, e photo

sraphied twem sith a sophistic:

Srollover cameras” wlneh vecords

per=line by fine s el along a page,
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fligh-level spying at

basement wages

Sy

CONTINUED

The mort pathetic member of the
cast wan 30y ear-old Leonore Siitter-

tin. She had a high-security job in the

foreign oflice s administrative section,

and she was one of three women on

the list the Soviets gave Hein: ter-

lin with instructions to seduce and

it necessary —marry. Heinz fol-
fowed orders, and he and Leonore
ot married in 1900, Shortly thereafter
she was promoted to a better job.
and with it went a Key 10 the boss’s
sale. Beginning in 1962, she hrought
ts home at luchtime for
her hashand to photograph before
she elimbed back into a Volhkswagen
aned returned 1o work.

dorun

Leonove. whose code name was

Lola. seemed nonplussed after her

vest. even after she learned the

siittertin had married her. She

"
hed with guards and ashed a lot of

juestions about prison routine. But

Nt ane votusive shorwed up for
thee funeral of foreign office secre-
sary Leonare Siitterlin. who hanged
herself after learning  Siitterlin
tad married her ondy to wse her,

within a week she ted ber prison pae

jamax around her neck and hang

hersell in her cell at Khngelpiz, pris-
on in Cologne.

The Siitterling lived in a modern
230.000 rix-room home wlach thes
filled with antique furniture (plus a
frumed photograph of Konrad Ade.
nauer). A neighhor recalled that when
Heinz was hospitalized recenthy, Leo-
nore confessed that

any thing ever
happencd to Heingz, [ wouldn’'t be able

to go on living.” The neighbor as-
sumed they were happily married,
but added, “*She did reem to love him
more than he loved her, bat that’s al-
wavs the way with men. imn’c 7

After their arrest neighbors noticed

the &
Siitte

Al of the eriminal police at the

" door. but thes thought it

was a johe,

Despite the Siitterlins” prosperity,
the espionage business was apparent-
Iv not very luerative for the Marg.
grafs and Pieschels. Marggraf and his
wife lived with Mrs, Marggraf's
mother and drove an old car. The
Pieschels paid 220 a month 1o rent

three dark, dank rooms on the ground

floor of a 100 ear-old honse, and
Mrs. Pieschel cleaned the staircase

and sometimes neighbors” apartments
for extra money. Marggraf's wife, so
<hocked by the news about her hus-
band that she was under heavy seda-
tion for several davs afterward, de-
sevthed him ax a perfect hushand who
“did eversthing around the house

himself.” ey

1 hanging wallpaper.
With an estimated 5,000 undercos -
er agents at large in W est Germany,
the press and public are difficult to
startle with spy stories. When it final-
Iy was made public, the Runge case
ranhed an ovly a slight seandal. Leo-
nore’s suicide. however, made head-
lines. A German-American  intelli-
genee team ix still adding wp the
damage in what a W est German pros-

ecutor hax ealled “the most important
care of espi in the history of the
federal republie.

11 seems unbihely that any impor-
tant NATO secrets Gl secret.
But the most poignant
tially dangerous—

and poten-

Lto emery

X
the whole episode is that Leonore Siil-
terlin was onlv one of three women in

ive places whom the Soviets be-

ed vuluerable to ideological con-

version by romance, That means

there are at least two others at large,

IS 1o Piesciet. shone janitor
hushand spied for Russia. caused
a stir at a 1965 French embassy
reception. by embracing the guest
of honor. Kenrad Adenauer (feft).

w8
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CIA’s ‘Biggest Catch’ Tells
Of Espionage in W. Germany

By Dan Morgan
Washingion Post Foreign Service

B O N N, Nov. 4—Some-
‘here in the Washington
rea this weekend Yevgeny
evgenyvich Runge, 39, has
ome to the end of his
urney.

It was a joyrney that lift-

! him out of the obscurit
his Ukraldian homeland,

ok him through fo‘ur iden-

. tities and brought him final-

ly into contact with the
secrets of at least three gov-
ernments.

Since 1949 Runge—alias
Willy Gast, alias Heinz Mor-
mann, alias Major Maximov
—has been a professional
Russian spy, but not of the
ordinary sort.

In the view of Western
intelligence authorities, his
surrender to the American

Central Infelligence Agency
in West Berlin sometime in
the last 46 days marks the
most important catch of a
Communist operative since
World War II.

Agents Pinpointed

According to these sources,
the story he is now telling
has revealed details about
the Soviet spy-training cen-

ter in Ka;;lshorst in East

Berlin; has proved conclu-
sively that the Soviet Union
operates its own incredibly
intricate spy network in
West Germany, separate
from East Germany’s; has
indicated that the Allied
contingency plan for West
Berlin has been handed over
to the Russians, and has pin-
pointed other agents in West
Germany, including present

— e

or former employes of
Bonn’s Foreign Ministry.
But in the view of some
intelligence experts Runge's
main value may lie in the
detailed information he is
providing about the little-
known techniques, work and
training of a rare type of
espionage specialist — the
“jllegal” agent who melts
into his environment.
Unlike such big catches as
Yuri Loginov in South Afri-
ca, Runge never carried a
diplomatic passport, never

came in contact ; with: .the,
- Soviet Union’s corps of “dip-

lomatic: - spies”
went near-an embassy, as
far as Western investigators
‘can tell. '
Fadéd Into Society -

For him, diplomatic cover. '

was unneeessary. His cover,

and - never -

- -

e

A . O S

S S

which he used frgm the time
he entered West Germany'in

1055 until 1967, was his abili-
ty to fade grayly into Ger-
man society.

"How many more Russian
agents like him are now
operating in West Germany
are unknown, but the num-
ber probably is not very
large.

Becoming accepted into
German life was not partic-
ularly difficult for Runge.
He was born in Novo Soley-
oye, a “Volga German” from

.a-part.of the Ukrairie where,

‘the  German langudge and

German mannefrisms :have’

persisted. for: centuries... (In

"“the Bapelof German dia-

lects in postwar. West Ger-
many, his was motza prob-
lem.) o

‘ After the Niseislike dis-

placement of Volgafgermans

2 ME Y

by Russians during World
War 'IT, Runge wandered in-
to FEast Germany and be-
came an interpreter for the
Russian occupation forces.
The chronology of evenis
after that has been made
available by Western intel-
ligence “in the public inter-
est.)) -
Recruited by KGB

In 1049, according to his
statement 1o investigators,
he was recruited by the
KGB (Interior Ministry’s
state intelligence apparatus).
. In 1952, after “Basic Train-
ing” he began-three years
of preparations-for his West
German - seséignment.  The

‘length - has " surprised even
Western'intelligence sources . -
‘with- high- regard for the .
L et . e :
thoroughness of .Sovxet met» - Runge made his first contae
given-his first new. .,

ods, -
He was

identity—that of Willy Gast
and a West German passport
and documentation wera ob-
tained with the help of
agents in the West Berlin
police department.

The KGB supplied him a
wife, an East German called
Valentina, and in 1955 the
couple entered West Ger-
many. In the years that fol-
lowed, Runge set himself up
in business as a jukebox and
pinball-machine salesman,
living and operating mainly
in the Frankfurt and Co-
logne areas. = . -

He sold the business at a
profit before turning him-
self 'in to. American author-

" ities. S

First Contact c
-Shortly after his arrival

= See SPY, F5, Col. 1

kA
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with a man identified by
Western sources as “Mar-
sraf.” This man contacted
1s sister, Klara Pieschel,
ind she in turn persuaded
1er husband, Leonard, a jan-
‘tor at the French, embassy
n Bonn, to work for Runge.

In raids following Runge’s
jefection last month, Pie-

schel was arrested on gus- l )
i French Embassy opcration

sicion of stealing a key o

he cmbassy sale and sted)-

ing NATO documents,

In 1959, Runge himself
was contacted by an East
German agent named Heinz
Suetterlin, who was posing
as a photographer. Accord-
ing to intelligence sources,
Suetterlein had been sent to
West Germany with the
names of three secretaries in

the West German Foreign

Office and orders to marry
one. He selected a brunette
named Leonore, who was
working at an insignificant
job in Lille, France.

Shortly thereafter she was
transfered to the Foreign
Office in Bonn. This con-
vinced investigators that her
career had either been ma-
nipulated or accurately fore-
seen by agents within the
TForeign Office. These ageuts,
it is said, have now been
identified and have con-
fessed.

Takes Documents Home

The new Mrs. Suetterlin
was assigned to work in the
oftice of a foreign service
administrator identified. as
Knut Neisse. In the early
1960s she began taking doc-
uments from the office at
lynchtime to be photo-
graphed by her husband at
home.

The film was then passed
on to Runge, who mailed it
to contacts in Switzerland
and Austria. The, contacts
handed the film over to the
ussian embassies in their
-ountries.

In late 1960 or early 1961,

curious event took place,
ccording to statements by
tunge. He was told to “for-
set  about” the Pieschel
ing, which he carefully es-
-ablished, and concentrate
antirely on the activities of
the Suetterlins.

|

] Analysts are not sure why,
tThe janilor Pieschel may

have bheen turned over to -

. another . “illegal’” without
'Runge’s knowledge is (some-
thing Pieschel denies) or
i{the French information may
:have suddenly become
available from some other
isource‘ Even the possibility
that the Russians halted the

[for fear of endangering
.rapidly improving relations
with France has not been
entirely rejected.

The importance of the
' Foreign Office documents
photographed by the Suet-
terlins cannot be weighed
because the films were
‘usually mailed off unseen
i by Runge.

West German Foreign Of-
fice spokesmen have sought
to minimize

; “hundreds”

were
i cables,
foreign service officefs
would be of special intergsf.
because of leads on homo-
sexuality, drinking prob-
lems and other weaknesses
that would alert Soviet
agents in the field to wvul-
aerable “targets.”

In Moscow, the agent and
ais family requested a final
rip to West Berlin to con-
:lude affairs before a long
issignment in Moscow,
Runge used this opportunity
.0 turn himself in.

Why Moscow wanted to
»nd such an allegedly pro-

of documents
copied, including
personnel files of,

-with her pajamas

Juctive ring as Runge's is

.anknown, but his recall

raises the possibility that he
was under suspicion.

On Qct. 12, Bonn police at-
rested Pieschel and the
Suetterlins. By that time,
Runge and his family had
already been flown to
America. Then, early on. the
morning of Oct. 16, Leonore
Suetterlin hanged herself
in the
Cologne Women's Reforma- |
tory. Authorities. said she ;
was distressed to learn that
Suetterlin had been instruct- .
ed to marry her.

{ ument’s value |
_ Dec. 18, 1964, Runge was

their impor-
tance. But it is known that '

~ Training School.

One indication of the doc-
is that on

presented Medal for Distin-
guished Service No. 089260,
Committee of State Sceur-
ity by the USSR. The medal
was bestowed on him jby
Vliadimir Semichastny, chiet
of the XGB.

Runge presumably was
decorated during one of his
several trips to the Soviet
Union, which he took un-
der the name of Soviet
Army Major Maximov. For
his trips to East Germany,
he had another passport
pearing the name of Heinz
Mormann.

Was Runge a double
agent, recruited years ago
by the Americans to Igeep
an eye both on the Russians
and the West Germans?
Western intelligence sources
insist he was not, althougk
how he was spotted and con
tacted by the Central Intel

. Ygence Agency (or when

remains
plained.
What is known, according

officially  unex- |

' to intelligence sources, is

that last spring Runge, his

© wife and their eight-year-
© old son were ordered back |

to the Soviet Union. On the
way through East Berlin,
Runge did a stint as an in-
structor at the Karlshorst
Neither
the names nor the nationali-
tics of the 30 recruits there
were revealed to Runge, but
he has supplied his ques-
tioners with descriptions of
them. .
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70—1?ed in U.S.
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v

, 1967, to~:lieyt Qol.,);ge V. Runge under the name of Willi Gast

. .
PREIERTITIY YNNG S PR

A est'German passport issued Jan. 24
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In Fight Again

By BENJAMIN
Spectal to The New ¥BFE

-

W

WASHINGTON, Nov.
The defection of Lieut. Col
Yevgeny Y. Runge, a 39-year-
old Soviet intelligence officer,
is regarded.as a windfall by
United States intélligence offi-
cials.
| They are utilizing the case
jto pursue a’ threefold objec-
tive: to expose what they con-
sider a new emphasis on the;
uses -of “illegal” agents in
Soviet espionage, to promote:
closer - cooperation © among
Western security services and;
to counteract what they con-
|sider the tendency of some|
;American officials, ‘intent onj;
“building bridges” to the So-|
viet Union, to minimize Soviet}
espionage practices.-

Colone! " Runge, an ethnic
iGerman from the Ukraine, de-
;fected last month. He took
'with him his wife, “Walentina,
‘and . their 7-year-old' son, An-
drei, after having posed" 11
V&Y "as a - vending-machine

R ia

:&smwm FEEE
even years, while tHEY" Proviae
information. After all_the in-
formation possible hdy been
gleaned, the defector is allowed
to resettle with a new name
and identity.

But Colonel Runge, almost
from the start, was involved
in the incessant global rivalry
between the Soviet and United
States intelligence services,
some of it covert, some open
0 view.

Fortunately for the CIA,
his defection coincided with a
desire of at least some United
States intelligence officials to
counter the international atten-
tion, much of it favorable, sur-
rounding the Soviet Union's
50th anniversary. It also gave
United States intelligence men
a chance to focus public at-
tention on what they consider
a growing emphasis on the use
of “illegal” Soviet agents
around the world.

‘Legal‘ Agents Balanced

Although there is no agree-
ment, the C.I.A. and the So-

viet intelligence apparatus at-
tempt to keep the number of

n ¥,

gL in West Germany as a
%or his espionage - activi-

Hes;, '

As a result of his defection,
five of his subordinates have|l
been _,apprehended in  West

e

Germany. Th
! 'ﬁrzfl!éié, led

: {0 the. apprehen.”

M TA b bl et

H

Slop. or Spellance of 4t least

‘ZQ'__. 4 - trail
; eventually lead to the

'United States. '

- Intelligence officers here and
in ‘Western Europe regard the
Runge case as unique because,
they say, the spy’s disclosures
have so incriminated his sub-
ordinates that they are talk-
ing freely. In other cases it
was the subordinates who first
defected and then exposed sen-
ior officers such as. Col. Ru-
dolf I. Abel, who was arrested
in New York in 1957, and
Gordon A. Lonsdale, who spied
in Britain.

These two

maintained a
tight-lipped  silence during
years of imprisonment wuntil
they were exchanged for West-
irn agents held in the Soviet
Union.

Equally significant is the in-
imate glimpse that Colonel
Runge’s defection provides intc
he warfare waged between the
soviet and American espionage
'stablishments. Most
ire kept hidden by the Centra
ntelligence Agency for months

Riigve

their respective “legal” agents
—those attached to embassies
or official missions—in rough
balance. These agents are gen-
erally known. An American in-
telligence officer said recently
on leaving a private home:

“I can get in my car and
drive away safely. If anything
happens to me, they know we’ll
do the same to them.”

But agents who enter a for-
eign country illegally and
eign country illegally and opér-
ate secretly under the disguise
are another problem. These
agents, who assume fictious
identities and backgrounds, are
what intelligence officials call

“illegals.”
In focusing on the Soviet
Union’s wuse of ‘“illegals”,

United States intelligence of-
ficials insist that they do not

use this type of agent and that,E

unlike the Soviet Union, they
have no spies who are traine
for years and then reside abroad:
under assumed names and na-
tionalities. What the America
ntelligence apparatus does use
they say, 1is
agents, who are citizens o
another country working fo
the United States.

Undoubtedly, Colone! Runge’.
defection has been useful t
Western intelligence in draw-

=

“indigenous’

ing attention to any expan

sion of the S,f()..\lit Unjon’s “il

125

legal” network. His importa
oL o ﬂp]:

as s puryggtlt- &in
is less clgar, Some Wesfern in

5

practicgs,
rﬁ why Colonel
d have been sur-
faced so quickly and discussed
so thoroughly if he were in-
deed of that caliber.

PU Ist ad -

Colonel Runge is reported to
have told his interrogators that
the “illegal” network is being
expanded especially in areas
with effective counterintelli-
gence services such as the
United States, Japan, the Brit-
ish Commonwealth and West
ern Europe. :

Reasons for Publicity

In publicizing the Runge
case, intelligence officials here
disavow any desire of reviving
the “cold war” mentality. But
they are evidently concerned
about some State Department
officials who are so intent on
steps, to improve relations with
the Soviet Union by stressing
such “positive” steps as in-
creased trade, space and nu-
clear control accords, and peri-
odic consultations on such mat-

ters as the " potential threat|;

from China that they advocate
minimizing news of such “nega-
tive” factors as espionage and
defections.

Against this background,
Colonel Runge’s successful ca-
reer as an “illegal” in West
Germany is being presented by
the intelligence community
‘here as support for assertions
ithat “hundreds” of such agents
are at work in the United
States and in other countries.

Elements in the intelligence
community have long believed

that some American political,
in their desire to

]?fficials
{‘build bridges” have underesti-
mated hostile aspects of Soviet
Dpolicy, including espionage.
These sources also fear that
{the security agencies of other
Western countries have not

sufficiently  recognized the
threat posed by “illegal”
agents.

I “Tllegals now form the big-

ger part of Soviet intelligence,”
a senior American official re-
marked. “Few governments re-
alize how extensive and serious
this apparatus has become.”
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Colonel Runge’s own decision
to defect began to take shape
last July and August when, ac-
cording to the account he is
reported to have given Ameri-
can interrogators, he and his
family returned from West
Germany to the Soviet Union
Tor a vacation at an intelli-
gence officers’ retreat at Gel-
endzhik, Black Sea reésort in
the Caucasus, and in prepara-;
tion for a new assignment.

It was then that he and his
strong-willed wife began debat-
ing the life they had Ted for 11
years in West Germany as Mr.

00190028-7

nD

B e e smeeme—

b iand Mrs. Willi Kurt Gast, “il-

ilegal” agents In charge of two
espionage rings. Although they
had been successful in stealing
|secret Western documents and
lhad been decorated for their
‘work, the Runges began to
question their future as spies.
. ?n Moscow they learned that
‘their next assignment would in-
ivolve learning English, the,
acquisition of a new legend —
false names and personal back-
grounds and eventually
separation from their son, who|

1

kiwould have to be left behind

1

folin a Moscow boarding school.

The Runges have given other
reasons for their defection:!
weariness with their clandes-|
tine life, the ever-present fear;
of detection, irritation with the|
bureaucracy of the Soviet in-
telligence apparatus, and the
s%ftening effect of long life inj
the West.

The interrogators believe that|
the thought of leaving their son
was the principal reason for
thzir defection.

With the decision made,|
Colonel Runge took advantagel
of an opportunity to photo-
graph his personnel file to ob-j
tain proof of his identity to

g

i

\show _Western  intelligence
agents. ~ U Y7 ¢

During his Moscow Vvisit he
was awarded the Victory Medal
of World War .II at a cere-
mony in a hideaway house in
Vostaniya Square, near the
United ~States Embassy. The
award certificate was signed
by Maj. Gen. Vasily V. Moz
zhechkov, a deputy chief of the
‘foreign intelligence directorate
of the State Security Com-
jmittee. .

General Mozzhechkov was In
the news last spring when he
itraveled on a false diplomatic
ipassport to the United Nations

and came to Washington dur-
ing the Cherry Blossom Fes-
'tival., His identity was exposed
lin the American press and he
\returned soon thereafter to
‘Moscow.

The Runges faced a problem
in fleeing. According to Western
intelligence sources, the Soviet
State Security Committee holds
a family in hostage to help
prevent defections when a
change in assignments may.
|strain the agent’s loyalty.
Colonel Runge told his inter-

ro rs, that he succeeded in
av%%%ﬂﬁipmgegure through
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also learned surveillance
countersurveillange, secret,
ing, safe “drops” for messages
and “brush” contacts. In such
contacts material is passed un-
obtrusively between two agents
as they brush ‘against  each
sther in a public place. "

From Moscow . Colanel Runge
was sent to Leipzig and then to
Halle in East Gérmany hefore
noving onto Munich and Frank-
‘urt in West Germany for ad-
vanced training. Unlike most il-
egal agents he was trained on
the job rather than -in special
schools in Moscow.. -

Early in 1956 he married Wa-
entina Rusch, an East German
woman who had already
~ecruited into the Soviet
igence service.

With $1,200 advanced tEEH
sy the intelligence agency, Hir,

\the persar‘fl 1 intervention of

|Yuri V. An ropov, thairman of.
the Soviet intelligence agency.
Colonel Runge is said to have
told Mr. Andropov that failure.of
Mrs. Runge or their son to re-
turn from an ostensibly normal
holiday and business trip might
have puzzled neighbors and lo-
cal shopkeepers in West Ger-

many.

| The fact that Colonel Runge
|had had many opportunities to
defect during his 11 years in
West Germany, but never did,
may have been a factor in Mr.
Andropov’s decision to let the
entire family return to wind
up their personal affairs,

In appearance Colonel Runge
is a perfect “illegal,” able to
blend into any West European
or North American crowd. He
has no distinguishing marks ori

i&bsme

tall, weighs 1
dark brown,

ligent brown eyes.

According to his interroga-
ltors he gave the following ac-

count of his life:

came a Soviet army interpreter
and, in 1949, joined the intel-

ligence service in -a similar
capacity.

“From 1952 to 1955 he trained
for a career as an ‘“illegal”
agent. He was assigned the
legend name of Willi Kurt Gast
and, as a “birthplace,” the Pom-
eranian village of Duninowo
(the former German Diinnow),
in an area that passed from
Germany to Poland after World
War IL There Soviet intelligence
ihad found a record of a dead
woman named Martha Gast,
who was to be his late
“mother.”

scars. He stands 5 feet 8 inches ind Mrs. “Gast” settled in p&}
65 pounds, has sought to o

somewhat curly
hair worn short, and has intel-

ogne and
1 dry-cleaning establishment.
However the money proved in-
adequate and they were forced
to borrow. In time Colonel
Runge switched to the vending-|
achine business.
His monthly pay as an agent
ves 380 rubles (about $420),
which was deposited to a bank
goepunt in his name in Moscow.
spported himself and his
entirely on the proceeds
West German business.
When he returned to Moscow
last summer he had to make a
detailed financial account to his
superiors.

Subordinates Identified

Colonel Runge was first as-
signed to ‘“run” Leopold Pie-
schel, a majordomo of the
French Embassy in Bonn, who
is said to have photographed
'more than 1,000 secret docu-
Iments, including codes, before
‘his arrest last month. Colonel
1Runge says he forwarded the
material to agents in Switzer-
lland and Austria for dispatch
‘to Moscow.

Besides Pieschel, his wife,

Colonel Runge spent two
weeks in Duninowo in 1954 to
\familiarize himself with the
‘house in which he was sup-
iposedly raised, with the school,
‘shops and townsfolk. During
this period he also practiced
lhigh-speed radio transmission.

Next followed training in Mos-
cow in the use of microdots.
These are photographs reduced
to the size of a period on a
.typewriter that are virtually un-
'detectable when concealed in an
lordinary letter, Colonel Runge

Klara, and her brother, Martin
Markgraf, a waiter, also were
placed under Colonel Runge’s
orders in 1956.

| +By 1959 his three agents
were producing such valuable
.information that he was as-
lsigned Heinz Sitterlin, an East,
German who had been recruited
with orders to marry a woman
secretary in a key West Ger-
man ministry. He eventually
married Leonore Heinz of the
Foreign Ministry, who hanged
herself after her arrest last
month.

In 1960 Colonel Runge and

".is wife moved to Frankfurt,
' where e opened a tavern and

their son was born.
Neighbors ‘temember him as a
solid family man with a sense
of humor who liked to talk
science and politics, 20 dancing
and lift a glass or two of beer.
Soon he sold the tavern and
invested in a slot-machine and
juke-box business.

The neighbor who knew
Colonel Runge bhest was Wolf-
gang Hochrieser, 27, a mechan-
ic who met him in 1960
Mr. Hochrieser made the
rounds twice weekly with Mr.
«Gast,” checking and servicing:
the vending machines. Last!
summer when the Runges de-|
parted he took over thei

where

u SS. i i
«1..didn’t have the slightest!

e

idea that Kurt Gast was a spy,”‘
Mr. Hochrieser said recently
in an interview. “Even after his
defection 1 still didn’t associate
Runge with the Gast I knew.
It was not until T actually saw
my name linked with his in the
newspapers that 1 finally
realized that Kurt was Runge.”

The Runges have now settled
down in a hide-out, protected
by the CILA. The little - boy,
who finds it still difficult to
realize his name is not Gasi,
plays with children of C.LA.
employes: Day after day
Colonel Runge i§ interrogated
as he tries to recall names and
incidents that may help West-|
ern intelligence.

Colonel Runge is still talking
and he is expected to talk for
many more months before his
memory runs dry.
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*Structure of Soviet Intelligence Unit Is Outlined

Specel to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Nov. 9—The
Soviet Union’s State Security
Committee, which is the na-
tion’s principal intelligence|
agency, employs 600,000 to one,
million people inside and out-
side the Soviet Union, accord-
ng to Western estimates.

Only one of its divisions,:
he First Chief Directorate for,
Toreign Intelligence, is com-
parable in function to the Cen-
iral Intelligence Agency. This
division was the one in charge
of Lieut. Col. Yevgeny Y. Runge,.
an agent who recently defected
to the United States.

Other functions handled by
the Soviet State Security Com-
mittee have their equivalents
i the Uniled States in the
Federal Rureau of Investiga-
tion, the National Security
Agency, the Secret Service, the
Tmmigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service and the Bureau of
Customs.

Thus the Soviet agency is
also concerned with internal
security and subversive activ-
1ty When it finds it necessary,
\|it observes Soviet citizens and

foreign residents at their places
'lof work and in their private
“lactivities.
’ The agency cracks codes and
‘communications used by other
iigovernments, provides body-
(guards for high political ﬁgurcs
land manages technical labora-
{tories to devise new equipment
for intelligence and other pur-
poses. The 200,000 border
lguards also fall under the con-
trol of the security apparatus.
A Museum in Moscow

The organization has its own
museum in Moscow, dusp[aymg
mementoes of past security ex-
ploits. The exhibits include the
sarachute used by the Ameri-
:an U-2 ypilot, Francis Gary
’owers, shot down over the
soviet Union in 1960. The mu-
eum is not open to the public.

The agency prints its own
ouse organ, cailed Chekistsky
hornik. The magazine has a

slect and limited circulation.

The present name of the

ate  Security =~ Committee,

wown in Russian as K. G. B.

r Komitet Gosudarstvennoi

1zopasnosti, dates from 1954.

is the successor organiza-

in to the security apparatus
arted by Lenin as the Cheka,

ien reorganized periodically
ader different names, repre-
anted by the initials G.P.U.

K.V.D., and M.V.D.

Its officers still refer to them-
elves as Chekists, a term hoth
earful and glamorous in the
wssian context.

At times in Soviet history the
ecurity police have played a
owerful role in the nation’s
rolitics, notably in the era from
938 to 1953 when Lavrenti P.
3eria headed the apparatus and
served as one of Stalin’s closest
assocjates.

Beria was executed within
months of Stalin’s death, and
the post-Stalin leaders have
shown marked concern about
letting the security apparatus
ever play the dominant role in

f

i king th; 2
polievmaking aAWaiTWR*M 0@?/ 3§l anov unctmns amm in t}ﬁmm7

Anatoly I. Lazarev

Yuri V. Andropov

Western analysts, however,
consider the security agency at!
least as important as the mili-
tary in the factional line-up of
forces in Soviet politics. No
longer an instrument of brute!
terror, the agency is still an!
awesome and mysterious organ-
ization.

From defectors and other
sources, Western intelligence
organizations have pieced to-
gether the structure of the
Soviet agency and identified

ey personnel.

Officially the agency is a
Government organization at
ministry level. Since the Soviet|
Government is secondary at
every level to the Communist|
\party structure, the true chan-
nel of authority is through the
Administrative Organs section
of the party’s Central Commit-:
tec secretariat, headed by the
gencral sccretary, Leonid I.
Brezhnev.

The present chairman of the.
Soviet agency is a close polit-
ical ally of Mr. Brezhnev, Yuri
V. Andropov, a professwnal
party official. Mr. Andropov
was named to this post last
May in a shake-up that ob-
servers analyzed as a move to
bring the agency more closelfl
under Mr. Brezhnev’s contro

Structure Is Described

Under the chairman are a
series of chief directorates,
each headed by an intelligence|
officer with the rank of major
general or lieutenant general.

The First Chief Directorate,
headed by Lieut. Gen. Aleksandr
M. Sakharovsky, employs about
10,000 persons in the collec-
tion and analysis of foreign|
intelligence.

The Second Chief Director-
ate is concerned with political
subversive activities, economic
espionage, sabotage and trea-
son, embezzlement and thefts
of government property. Some
of its functions therefore cor-
respond to those of the Federal|,
Bureau of Investigation, local
police forces and regulatory
agencies such as the Food and
Drug Administration or the
Narcotics Bureau. More than
100,000 agents are believed to

ond Chief Directorate, though!
recent reports indicate he may
have been replaced.

The Third Directorate, head-
ed by Maj. Gen. I. A. Fadeikin,
was known during World War|
II as Smersh, an acronym for|
Russian words meaning “death
to spies.” It is charged with
counterintelligence within the
Soviet armed forces. The State
Security Committee is thus the
senior partner, over the armed
forces’ own military intelligenc
agency, or G.R.U., since the
security agents keep the mili-
tary intelligence itself under sur-
veillance. Counterintelligence in|
the United States armed serv-
ices is a responsibility of the
services themselves.

The fourth, fifth and sixth
directorates are not known to,
exist now. Formerly they shared
in the internal security respon-
sibilities, dividing up political,
economic and other crimes
that have now been grouped
under the Second directorate,

The Seventh Chief Direct-
orate is the division that car-
ries out actual surveillance, the
shadowing of suspicious per-
sons, the clandestine penetra-
tion of offices and the recruit-
ment of potential agents among
foreigners. This division is
known to employ 3,000 per-
sons in Moscow alone. Guards
at embassies and buildings
where foreigners live in the
Soviet capital report to the
Seventh directorate, headed by
Maj. Gen. V. L Aladin. Gov-
ernment survexl!ance is carried
out mainly by the F. B. L.

The Eighth Chief Dxrectorate
under Maj. Gen. Serafim N.
Lyalin, performs functions sim-|
ilar to the National Securit;
Agency of the United States,
including code-] -breaking and
surveillance of communications|
of foreign governments .ahd)|
citizens.

The Ninth Chief Directorate
is headed by Maj. Gen. V. Y.
Chekalov and provides personal
security to leading members of]|
the Soviet Government and|
grty The Kremlin guards and|®

chauffeurs of official cars are

s
has been the head of the Sec-

United States by the Secret|
Service.

A separate division directs
the border guards, commanded
by Lieut. Gen. Pavel I Zyrya-
nov. Their closest equivalent
in the United States is the
Naturalization and Immigration
Service, Like the United States
Bureau of Customs, the border
troops also guard against the|
lmportatmn of subversive litera-

There is an administrative
and personnel division that
the agency’s head-
quarters on Moscow’s Dzerzhin-
sky Square. The headquarters
includes Lubyanka prison,
where important prisoners are
mterrogated

the agency main-
MCSIJH;)DMP)HP and

st directorate 3 o1
rectly involved with foreign

governments, for this is the]
division that dispatches agents
abroad.

Under General Sakharovsky!
are three deputy directors,
Maj. Gen. Vasily V. Mozzhech-
kov, who was publicly identi-
fied last April while visiting!
the United States under a pseu-
donym; Maj. Gen. Mikhail S.J
Tsymbal, who is known to hawe't
made periodic trips outside the|
Soviet Union under the name!
Rogov, and Maj. Gen. Ivan I
Agayants, newly promoted to|l
the post of deputy director.

General Mozzhechkov is he-
lieved to be in charge of per-
sonnel and administration. Gen-
eral Tsymbal was formerly
head of the directorate’s de-
partment overseeing “jllegals,”
agents who live abroad under
the deep cover with no appar-
ent link to the Soviet Union,
The present head of the “illeg-
als” department is Anatoly I.
Lazarev.

General Agayants was for|
many years the head of the
“disinformation” department of
the First directorate, the ap-
paratus charged with dissem-
inating false or misleading in-
formation with an intent to de-
ceive foreign countries. The
department is reports to have!
a staff of 40 or 50 writers:
and editors in Moscow.

The work of the First direc-!
torate.is known to be divided
among 15 departments, includ-
ing “disinformation” and “il-
legals.” The others deal with
specific geographic areas,

The 13th department has a
special notoriety, for it en-
gages in the violent aspects of
intelligence such as assassina-
txons, terrorism and - kidnap-
pings. Its head has been identi-
fied as a man named Rodin,
who has traveled abroad un-

der the pseudonym Nikolai B.
Korovin.

In Western mtclhgence par-
lance this activity is called

“executive action.” The Soviet|
name is more explicit, “mok-

a slang phrase
‘meaning “bloody business,”
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SPIES & MONEY ..

defect? For money,
ideology, women?

Yevgeny Runge, 40, a
Soviet agent who defected
fo the United States last
October after serving the
Soviets for 12 years in
West Germany, says poverty
is a major reason.

Runge, Ukranian-born
Russian of German descent,
said he defected to the
U.S. where he is living
under a new identity,
because the Soviets are
cheapskates who keep their
retired spies in a state
of penury.

"served the Soviet Union

°T know," he says, "A
retired female agent who

well. She now receives a
monthly pension of $25,
not even enough to buy
the medicine she needs.
I was at a Polish holiday
home for retired KGB
officers, and they were all
so poor that they stole
from each other."®

Runge is the so-called
"master spy," who betrayed
Soviet spy rings in the
West CGerman foreign office
and the French Embassy in
Bonn. The CIA saw to it
that he was granted political
asvlum in this country.

PASSPORT OF YEVGENY RUNGE
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